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Penaeus vannamei (Whiteleg shrimp

BIOLOGY AND HABITAT

A Species description (Read more (1) (2) (3))

The appellation shrimp covers a wide range of decapod crustaceans. The main commercial
species belong to the Penaeidae family. The Penaeidae family includes the most significant
farmed crustacean species worldwide.

The main species caught are whiteleg shrimp, giant tiger prawn, akiami paste shrimp,
Southern rough shrimp, fleshy prawn, and banana prawn.

A Geographical distribution and habitat (Read more (1) (2) (3))

Even if most shrimps are marine, they can also be found in freshwater. Shrimps are
widespread, they can be found in all marine areas, from tropics to polar regions.

RESOURCE, EXPLOITATION AND

MANAGEMENT

A Stock and resource status/conservation measures (Read more (1) (2) (3))

A TAC for Penaeus shrimps in French Guiana (Outermost region) waters is established.
A Production methods and fishing gears (Read more (1) (2) (3))

Shrimps are either caught in the wild or farmed. The main fishing gears used are otter
trawls, bottom pair trawl, gillnets and similar nets, pots and traps and seines. For shrimp
farming, there are three growing culture practices: extensive, semi-intensive and intensive,
which represent low, medium and high stocking densities, respectively.

Source: Information system on commercial designations for
whiteleg shrimp, king prawn and giant tiger prawn
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Shrimp Penaeus

Evolution of world catches

A Global catches of Penaeus shrimp (all species), amounted to 871.893 in 2019. The main species

caught were: Giant tiger prawn (Penaeus monodon) (26% of the global catches in 2019), Fleshy prawn
(Penaeus chinensis) (25%) and not identified species reported under the category Penaeus spp. (22%).

A Over the period 2010-2019, the global production of Penaeus shrimps has increased by 219%,

1.000 tonnes

attributable to the increase of the Chinese production which doubled over the same period. In 2019,
the main producers were India (26%), China (25%) and Indonesia (12%).
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Evolution of EU catches

A

EU catches of Penaeus shrimp species
amounted to 2.388 tonnes, ie. less
than 1% of the global catches in 2019.
Main caught species by the EU fleet
are Penaeus kerathurus and non-
identified species reported under
Penaeus spp. Almost all EU catches are
made by Italy (55% of the EU catches
in 2019), Greece (18%) Spain (16%)
and the French Guiana, a French
Outermost Region (11%). Catches of
the French Guiana have experienced a
significant decrease since the mid
2000s.

There is also an EU production of deep-
water rose shrimp of around 19.000
tonnes in 2019, providing 65% of the
global catches.
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Shrimp Penaeus

Evolution of world production

A The world aquaculture of Penaeus shrimps amounted to around 6,5 million tonnes. The main species
are whiteleg shrimp (Penaeus vannamei) (84% of global production of Penaeus shrimps) and tiger
prawn (Penaeus monodon) (12%). Production of both species has increased globally, over the last
decade (2010-2019), by 106% and 38%, respectively. China is by far the main producer, providing
330% of the global production in 2019, followed by Indonesia (14%), Vietnam (13%) and India (12%).
Over the period between 2010 and 2019, the global production has increased by 83%, related to the
significant increase of production in Asian countries (India, Vietnam, Indonesia and to lesser extent

China).
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A EU aquaculture
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shrimps is quite limited, with less than 200
tonnes in 2019. France, Germany and Cyprus
provided almost all the EU production. Three
species are produced in the EU: Penaeus
japonicus (70 tonnes), Penaeus vannamei (26
tonnes), Penaeus indicus (21 tonnes).
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Shrimp Penaeus

i Penaeus shrimps caught by the EU fleet are mostly marketed fresh, while whole frozen
shrimps are imported for processing purposes. Shrimps are cooked and sold as chilled
products (whether head-on or head-off and sometimes peeled).

i In the EU, there are different segments of cooked shrimp market depending on the size, the
presentation and preservation, and the certification of the raw material.

9  There is no statistic on the EU shrimp cooking industry, except some figures on the French
market: France cooked 50.000 tonnes of Penaeus shrimps in 2015 (source: Cooked shrimp in
France, Price structure in the supply chain, 2017, EUMOFA)



https://www.eumofa.eu/documents/20178/105319/Cooked+shrimp+in+France.pdf

Shrimp Penaeus

q Combined nomenclature: Read more for whiteleg shrim, king prawn, giant tiger prawn

EU-27 trade of shrimp products, excluding cold-water shrimps (except for
prepared and preserved products where coldwater shrimps are included)
(2020, tonnes)

03 06 17 92  Shrimps of the genus Penaeus, frozen 269.787 4468

03 06 17 99  Shrimps of the family Pandalidae, other than of the genus Pandalus, frozen 119.508 2.399

03 06 36 90  Shrimps and prawns, whether in shell or not, live, fresh or chilled (excl. 352 195
‘Pandalidae" and "Crangon")

03 06 95 90 Shrimps and prawns, other (other than Pandalidae and Crangon), cooked by 134 22
steaming or by boiling in water, dried, salted, smoked or in brine

160521 10 Shrimps and prawns, prepared or preserved, in immediate packings of a net 17.689 1.774
content of <= 2 kg (excl. merely smoked, and in airtight containers)

16 052190 Shrimps and prawns, prepared or preserved, in immediate packings of a net 19.489 2.530
content of > 2 kg (excl. merely smoked, and in airtight containers)

Total 426.959 11.388

Given the small production of shrimps in the EU, the EU shrimp market is mostly dependent on

imports.

Imports of frozen Penaeus shrimps reached 269.787 tonnes in 2020. In order to support the EU
processing sector, the EU imports of frozen Penaeus shrimp are under an Autonomous Tariff
Quota. The main importing countries were France (27%), Spain (26%) and the Netherlands
(159%). Main EU suppliers were Ecuador (46%), Vietnam (119%) and India (10%).

EU exports of frozen Penaeus shrimps were quite limited, around 7.000 tonnes.
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EU-27 trade of shrimps (tonnes - 2020)

CN codes for other preservation states do not allow to distinguish Penaeus shrimp but they are

likely to represent a significant share. In 2020, 37.312 tonnes of preparedl
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